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Make the Wheels Go Round
Men Who Look After Important Matters at the Capital

I
No half dozen men ta Washington

met Ministers Representatives
diplomats or Supreme Court Judges do-

inoro keep the wheels of National
affairs welt greased than these six

Thomas P Cleaves clerk of the Senate
Appropriation Committee

James C Courb clerk of tlW Biowc Ap-

propriation Committee
L White BBsbey secretary to the

Asher C Hiaas dec to tae Speakers
dtsU

Loeb secretary to the Presi-
dent

Oi the six MR Cleave ha been longest
in service of Uncle Sons He began
in practically Ida present i laee away
hack In iftj four and thirty years age
wh a the lion Lot M Merrill of Maine
appointed hint clerk of the Senate Appro-
priation Committee which bad been a
part of Senate machinery only six
years Mr Loeb has teen lees govern-

mental service than any other of the half
Ooaea yet because he la next to the

Executive he is oftener mentioned
in print than all the others put together

Mr Loeb is fortyone He began to light
lifes battle seriously in Albany N Y
where was an unassuming rather timid
court stenographer when Roosevelt wa
made governor His salary might have been
larger with several others of bis
calling he used to frequent the crumbling
State capitol after his regular daily stunt
was over hoping to get an occasional job
of typewriting for some one of the news
paper correspondents One day hi 1898
directly aft r Roosevelts inauguration as
governor when such work seemed un-

iommqnly scarce the governor himself
stepped out of the little private ofitee
which Gov Hughes now declines to use
into the big room where be receives
everybody politicians and ordinary worms
of the dust impartially and asked that-
a good stenographer and typewriter be
sent to

You go In Loco said some one
Loeb went In and made pothooks to

the tone of Roosevelts dictation for an
hour or two Some time later he deliv-
ered the typewritten copy It must have
been up to the Roosevelt standard for
next day when the governor repeated
his request for a stenographer he said
Send in the man I had yesterday bee
all right

From that Hay on the young court ste-
nographer was busy for Roosevelt made
him his private secretary Later he
brought him to Washington and made
him his secretary while Vice President
When elevated to the Presidency Roose-
velt Loeb In as assistant to Cortelyou
then serving the third President as sec-
retary Cortelyous promotion to a Cabi-
net place lifted Loeb to the proud level
of secretary to the President with at
t ndance at Cabinet meetings a part of
his duties

It is only UM truth that Mr Loeb was
not very well liked at SuM by the ewa
paper men and some others at the Na
tional Capital with whom he came fa

contact They thought him a hit of a
crank and with few exceptions could
riot understand what Roosevelt could see
in his new secretary The exceptions
were the correspondents of certain news-
papers who had served the same papers
in Albany and had found out something
about the Loeb mettle

They knew him to be that rare thing a
thoroughly intelligent stenographer pos-
sessing wide and correct information upon-
a vast variety of topics such a stenog-
rapher as can be trusted to brush up-
i halting sentence without reining the
risk of distorting it and to correct an

latlon They also knew blip to be dIn
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Roosevelt had caught a glimmering at
th real Loeb when giving him the first
notation the impression then received
had been strengthened each time the two
had come In contact Loebs rise was the
only logical thing under the

Today he stands very well fa
ted among the correspondents

There is nothing easy about the Job
held by the secretary to the President
Its intricacies need hardly be enumerated
they have been described in print at al-
most regular Intervals ever since the days
of the late Dan Lament who like Cortel
you made the place a stepping stone to a
s and was the first man
holding the pest after John Hay to ap-
proach the latter in efficiency Probably
DO Presidents secretary before Cortelyou
and Loeb ever had so exacting a superior
as theirs

Mr Loeb was born in Albany His edu-
cation was confined to the ward and high
schools By the time he was twentysix
before Roosevelt found him he had been
private secretary to two or three short
Urm State officials and had done a good
deal of official reporting He is a trifle
above the average height dark of skin
hair mustache and eyes His race is
longfcth and his nose is long but not a
beak He wears glasses His voice Is low
lie sterns to have his Jaw half set when
ie talks and he doesnt talk much He

and listens a good deal however
lie bears what you to say pauses
ss if to tonu our proposition over in his
mind and answers in the fewest possible
wordH with great deliberation and gen-
erally with finality

He is a wellgroomed man in every
jfnse wears a frock coat mostly and
the suit always fits He exercises regu
larly some sort of a patent exer-
ciser at home daily He walks also and
Je rides frequently and well He te fond
vt outdoors and likes to shoot

Last summer he spent six weeks In
Jacksons Hole that magnificent hunting
ground just south of the Yellowstone

Western bad men are supposed to fleo
whenever a sheriffs posse gets too close
Thus h keeps in health though he is a
little stouter than when he was first seen
ii Washington He never has to make
l othooks now having several pothookers
under him He is a Baptist
I V Busbeys lUiiltifarions Duties

Soon after Uncle Joe Cannon felt sure
that he was to be Speaker of the House
uf Representatives he began to do some
hard thinking about his helpers He
thought harder upon the necessity of
laving some one with him to see that the
news which must of necessity originate-
in Speakers office should get out

right than upon any other one thing
He believed correctly that this was highly
Important

Having thought the whole subject over
l j asked L White Bnsbey to accept the

of secretary t the Speaker Mr
liusbey was then the Washington cor-
respondent of the Chicago Inter Ocean
which post he had held since a year before-
tl o McKinley administration began but
he took the job because he thought he
lIght t I dont know a pec of nows
when I see It Mr Cannon is reported to
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have said and I wont have half
enough to see the people wh will call
upon me or to answer the letters on public
questions that will be seat to me Busbey
is a newa man who recognise news
every time and will able to see the
people I cant see and to answer the let-
ters I cant And tune even to read I
want everything of public interest that
happens in the Speakers room to to
the people ta good shape and I want all
inquiring letters property answered

Busbey has lifting the duties thus
outlined ever since and he is one of the
busiest men in the Capitol or tile whole
Capital for the matter of that but he
has the work so well in hand that he
never seems hurried in the least One of
his duties not expected at first Is to
the warrants for the members pay Mr
Cannon is not afraid of work but he has
as much to do daily as the President him
self and he balked at making hundreds of
his signatures at the end of every month
So h asked If couldnt let Busbey
sign the warrants Experts In the law
said he couldnt unless a special act
authorizing it were passed

lets have such an act drawn up
and passed quoth the Speaker and it
was done

Mr Busboy thereupon gave the signa-
ture J G Cannon as he would write it
to the Treasury authorities and ever since
has signed the warrants for the

pay If he were unable for
any reason to sign them any month an
other special act would have to be passed
before Mr Cannons own signature CUld
be accepted on the warrants

L White Busbey began as a reporter
After some years he got on the editorial
page One day the owner of the paper
told him that he would have to go tn
Springfield and report the legislature The
young mans face fell

Dont you like he was asked
Well said Busbey 1 like my present

place pretty wen and I hadnt thought of
leaving it until I pot a promotion

It will be a promotion was the
answer You will be the paper at Spring-
field You will not have to watch the
editorial policy as to State politics and
you wont be humiliated by a policy that
doesnt gee with what you write The
policy will be made to follow your writ
tug which will be printed as you sent
itSo the young man weat to Sitrtogfiekl
and wrote as he thought he ought to
write After a while be felt that be
should criticise the doings of certain State
officials Next day he cut things loose
They resented it and went to Chicago to
complain to the editor They found that
the owner was but of town

Youd better make your peace with
Busbey said the editor its orders that
his copy shall go as he write it He is
the paper so far as Springfield goes and
the chief is in Los Angeles I cant help
you if I would which I wouldnt

They went back to Springfield and wired
to the owner His reply was brief and to
the point In effect it war

See Busbey
That settled it They went to him made

their Utile bows and spotfo their little
pieces They explained that they hadnt
known he was the whole thing in Spring

but now that they knew it they
would be pod After that Busbeys
sources of State political news which
hadnt been of the best improved vastly

he did so welt at SprtnsfleW that
roving commission was given to him

after the session ended
Under it he traveled all over the United

States from sea to sea and from Lakes
to Gulf He campaigned with Blame in
1888 with Reed In 18W and with McKin
Joy in 18H when he made his then un
precedently long speaking tours

Busbeys paper was strong for Mc
Kinleys nomination until about the
time Busbey was sent to Washington
Then came the favorite son move-
ment engineered by McKlnleys op-
ponents and the paper it seemed had
to support an Illinois man for the Pres-
idency Busboy wrote nothing bat
news dropping his correspondence but
one day there came an opportunity for
him to send a pispatch which showed
that personally he was still for Me

Within a day or so he received-
a letter from the candidate which he
now prizes very highly It reads some
thing like this
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Dear Busboy I h ar you have been
under the weather I hope you are
well again but its all right anyway

WX XeKIXUCY Jr
There 1 robably is no one in the

United States who knows a greater
number of men who are really worth
knowing than Busboy He came to
know many while he was working
under the roving commission to go
where be liked and to write what he
liked for the good the paper His
experience in the Speakers room has
kepthis wide acquaintance up to date

The Speakers Other Knixl
If Mr Busbey has often to be the

Speaker in the Speakers room as
Uncle Joe says Asher C Hinds who

carries the remarkable title of Clerk
to the Speakers Desk has often to
be speaker in arother and not less

important sense In rut the two men
are like two hands to the overworked
presiding officer of the lower House
though it would be difficult to say
which is the right and which Is the left
band-

It is Mr Hinds duty to keep on
technical parliamentary matters and
he baa lad the Job ever since Thomas-
B Reed was first made Speaker save
when Mr Crisp of the Democratic per-
suasion was in the chair Hinds was
editor of the Portland Me Press
and a strong personal admirer of Reed
when the latter was first elected Hinds
looks the pure bred Yankee that he is

He has all the true Yankees persist-
ence too and because of this trait has
become the most thoroughgoing par-
liamentary sharp in the country in the
years he has filled his present place
Soon after he assumed it he saw the
value of precedent and began to study
the records as no one had ever studied
them before No one who ever knew
Tom Rod failed to recognize his

great ability but It Is no reflection
upon Reed to say that he soon began to
rely implicit upon Hinds rapidly
growing knowledge of what had been
done by the earlier Speakers Reed no-
ticed one day that Hinds was constantly
making notes from the records

What are you making so many
memoranda for asked the Speaker

Well said Hinds I fInd I cant re-
member all these precedents Im dig
ging out and Im writing them down I
mean to arrange them so that I can
find any one of themat a moments no-
tice That will do away with the ne-
cessity of remembering them

Reed approved heartily at the time A
while later he approved with a hundred
fold more heartiness He made some rul-
ing which was criticised by Joe Bailey
of Texas leader of the opposition He

to rulings made In alleged similar
cines by Crisp who had been Speaker li-
the interim between Reeds two terms
Now Bailey is no mean parliamentarian
himself and he conducted the attack of
the Reed ruling with vigor and ingenuity

The Democrats applauded with glee
The Republicans were chagrined Some
of them had thought all along that Reed
had carried things with too high a
and had Joined furtively in applying the
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title Car Reed to him As for Rood
ho was nervous for one of the few time
in his life He saw that Bailey was mak-
ing a strong case and for the life ot hIm
he couldnt think how to answer II kept
his bead however with his face a

as ever but be an id something to
Hinds who was always within that
showed the latter bow Iris chief felt
Speaking almost like a ventriiomilet he
gasped out

Hinds rind me something and find it
quick

For a part of a minute Hinds was non-
plused Theta his wer to concentrate
came to his aid and he was able to score
his first notable victory to reap the trolLs
of the persistently gathered records lie
had made of precedents Almost as if by
Instinct sought poe of the ready
binders in which be had med the slips on
which he had been making memoranda
Almost as if by instinct be turned the
leaves Having found the place lie gave
the proper memorandum one quick
searching look then handed the book to
Reed his linger on the saving note

Reed read the passage with assumed
composure and saw that it applied to tIe
situation By the time Bailey had fin-
ished the opposition cheering him to the
echo Reed was ready Slowly and In
inimitable Down East twang the Spanker
read from the book a memorandum of a
decision by Crisp exactly parallel to the
one Bailey had been criticising The effect
was startling

The smiles that had been wreathing UM
Democratic faces came right ott The
angular lutes of chagrin on the RemfbHeax
faces were transformed into curves of Jor
Almost before the echo of the cheers on
one side of the House had died away
there were even more Jubilant cheers on
the other aide

After adjournment for the day had
taken place Bailey went to Hinds and
begged him to allow the printing of IsIs
notes of precedents He said it wasnt
fair for the Republicans to keep the in-

formation Hinds had dug out of the rec-
ords away from the opponents That was
the origin of the monumental work later
printed by the government under the title
of Hinds Precedents and used as a
textbook by Congressmen on both sides
of the House ever since UnqnosttoiiaMy
Mr Hinds is not only the beat parHa
mentary sharp in the country but he is
now sine one of the best posted seen In
the United States on American legislative
history

Authority 011 Appropriations
Close to the Senate chamber at end

of the Capitol and equally dose to the
chamber of the Iwer House at the other
end sit two men who know more about
appropriations than any other clouD men
in Washington The man who sit at
Houws end Is James C Courts The
who sits at the Senate end is Thomas P
Cleaves They are respectively the chief
clerks of the two Appropriations Commit
tees of which Representative Tawney-
of Minnesota and Senator Allison of
Iowa are chairmen

Neither of the appropriation chief clerks
Is a young man any more Indeed there
are Congressmen on the floor of the
House who were only boys when these

old experts began to do their work
Mr Courts accompanied Gen Adktes

of Tennessee to Washington thirtytwo
years ago In ISta Two years later now
thirty year back be became aaste
clerk of the committee under Adkina
six years later chief clerk under Samu
J Randall the Protectionist Democrs
from Pennsylvania This committee
organised la WS5 on the motion of Thad
deus Stevens then chairman of the Ways
and Means Committee which till then
not only provided the money for the
countrys expenses but appropriated It
as welL

Stevens thought the committees dual
duties were too much for any one or-
ganisation and chose to go with the new
one thus becoming its first head Since
then the list of RepresentatIves serving-
as its chairman has included some of the
most eminent men in the history of
country Waahbum Dance Garfield
Cannon and Holman being among them
Cannon serving twice

Mr Courts is Texas born and Tennes-
see bred and Just before Cannons in
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and cry was raised by certain Republi-
cans that Courts was not only a

but a former Confederate who was
out of sympathy with the majority pad
should therefore give place to a Repub-
lican It was not right they said that
the work should be done or the emolu-
ments enjoyed by a Democrat But Can
non would not see it in that light

Gentlemen he said I have boon a
member of that committee and I know
the work the chairman has to do He
must have the help clerk who knows
his business Mr Courts has had ex-
perience and he knows lab business
There will be no change in the clerkship
ef the Appropriations Committee while I
am chairman

And there wasnt That is the only
time but one that any attempt was ever
made to oust Courts When Frank His
cock of New York later a Senator was
made chairman Just after Adkins retire-
ment it was proposed that a constituent
of Htscock a Syracusan should take
Courts place as assistant clerk The
man from Syracuse Journeyed to Wash-
ington looked over the situation took
note of the work and the special knowl-
edge it involved and declined the place
with thanks

Mr Cleaves the Senate
clerk entered upon his duties under
Senator Lott M Morrill as chairman
The committee was split from the Senate
Finance Committee in 1S87 which till
then like the House Ways and Means in
the early days had both found the money
and appropriated it When Cleaves be-
gan he was the only clerk anti the com-
mittee made all the appropriations while
now the appropriations for the Agricul-
tural Department the army the navy
pensions the Postoffice und the improve-
ment of rivers and harbors are made by
other committees A situation almost the
same obtained in the House and in their
early years of service the two clerks had
to work days nights and Sundays to get
through

These two have studied the busi-
ness of making appropriations for the ey
penses of the United States government
ever since they were comparative young-
sters They know bow to frame up ap-
propriation bills better than any member-
of either House They know the needs
of every part of the country They con-
fer together daily and whenever bflte ap-
propriating money for any purpose not
included In the catalogue given above
come up their places are on the floor at
the elbows of the committee chairman
where their expert knowledge may be
available at a moments notice

Mr Cleaves was born nt Brownsfield
Oxford County Me He was a State
senator when called to Washington by
Senator Morrili He was a lawyer by
profession but didnt like it he couldnt
abide the notion of bringing law suits

his neighbors or of making his
as he put it out of the quarrels jfriends t

The total appropriations made uy the
Fortythird Congress Just after Mr
Cleaves appointment amounted to 653

0000 The Fiftyeighth Congress appro-
priated 601000000 an increase of 848-

000U During his incumbency of the
clerkship the total appropriations have
been sixteen billions and a half

There is a small room on the top floor
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of the Capitol about midway between the
two Houses near the Rotunda whose door

the title Minority Room At
the Republicans being in and the

Democrats out the ruler in this room
is the Hon John Sharp Williams when
he is there In his absence the boss is
Charles A Edwards clerk to the mi-

nority Edwards bears the same relation
to John Sharp Williams that Busbey does
to Speaker Cannon The minority room
is the place where the minority members
of both Houses gather to make their
plans

Edwards to of the best posted best
known men in Washington He is Mis-

souri born but Tetias bred and when he
ftrst located in Washington did so as cor-

respondent of a Tex newspaper That
was Itf 1817 so that his Washington resi-
dence has been only a little shorter than
Busbeys Edwards took his present place
in 199 He has the privilege of the floor
antT like the appropriation clerks often
sits through a hot session within call of
Mr Williams

Edwards knows how td tell a good story
either verbally or with his pen and be 1

as popular with the RepubUcans aa with
the Democrats

OOwrUht hWY by Dcxtar MuetmlL

ROOSEVELT AS BOOK LOVER

Prof Maurice Franois Egan Tells
of His literary Tastes

Novel but
oyt Stories That Reflect
Phases of Real Life

The phrase applied to President Roose-

velt by a friend and aimir rMa ma of
letters in love with lIfe aoamg very apt
when one bears him talk about books
writes Maurice Francis Bgaa in the
Rosary Magazine The President
brought up among good books and his
children are brought up among good
books and these books are not all new

Accent has been put on the fact that
he Is an omnivorous reader but title ac-

cent to to the wrong place he reads care-
fully only the important things He seems
to reed by paragraphs not by sentences
and manages to consume the essence
of every good thing printed ia the saga

Any important book you mention
has been or will be road by the Presi-
dent It he has not road the book which
you consider worth reading ho whips oat
his penn and take the title at MIce
There hi no pretense of pedantry about
Ida

A preaching novel be cannot endure
He likes a story that reflects as for
instance John Poxs Little Shepherd of
Kingdom Cone Hamlin Garlands Cap-

tain of the Gray Items Troop Mack
Twains Toss Sawyer or perhaps
though not so whole heartedly Jack
dons Sea Wolf and Bret Hartes
earlier tales He has no reserves about
Octave Thaaets sociological stories nor
about Uncle Remus

It Is a great pleasure to those who fear
that the great authors may be put oa the
shelf to hear the President talk Dickens
He seems to know Ms Dickens aa well as
Secretary Bonaparte Thackerays humor
and Ida love for the poor sad the afflicted
appeal to the President

The muck raking psychological novel
is net on his list The novel of hopeless-
ness be seems to pass by Poems with
the truth In them no matter where or
when written appeal to him
Bliss Carmans songs delight him

With the heh of Kermit he discovered
Robinson who wrote Children of the
Night The moment be discovered the

of the Wild Geese by Emily
Lawless he seemed afire until be had
other people enjoying them The toot of
his valuation of a now book to when he
says

I w l show It to evett
Only the beat goes to her id and
enjoy books he once said but she
knows

Rio children knew too by heart his
favorite characters of fact sad Action
It may be the Are drake In the Beowulf
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the Lepracbauns ia
gnomes of the Catskttls or otto of Alice
Began Rices or Kate Douglas Wigatos
people whichever it Is the President m-
roduees It and his own young people

receive him or her humorously or seri-
ously as an old friend

A book like The Jangle may interest
him bemuse he sees construction behind
it but the muck raker in fact and
action who gets id the condition where
he enjoys analyzing the result of his re-
searches for the pleasure of the process
to not for the President

Per essayists that merely speculate the
President seems to have little regard

The Simple Life of Pantor Wagner
now so famous attracted his attention
not because of style or refinement of
metaphysics but because it gave in a
straightforward manly way the lessons
of temperance and simplicity with a
spiritual basis which every intelligent
man or woman could understand

The doctrine of the simple life was
taught long before Pastor Wagner taught
it it was taught in the Parables by
the saint lately recanonized by the
world Francis d Assist by the Brook
Farmers and Emerson tried to teach it
without the spirituality of St Francis
but Wagner brought it within the scope
of the average roan of today

The book that teaches the old and the
young that the amount of money spent
Is not the real test of the value of the
pleasures of life the book that shows
what a human being may get out of the
simple gifts of God always awakens the
enthusiasm of the President This the
secret of his admiration for John Bur-
roughs work

Always an admirer of those fundamen-
tal stories that show the early color of
national life he discovered some time ago
the Celtic sagas Asked on one occasion
what was their principal charm he
paused and then answered are so
unpftgan in their attitude toward ro-
mantic love in them I am attracted by
the idealism so unusual on preChris
tian sagas of the relation of lovers
At the root of his admiration for a book
there is as a rule an ethical or a socio-
logical reason

WILL REDTJGE IHHIGEATION-

Iucrqa c of Deck Space Will Cut
Down Influx of Aliens

Analysis of the effect of the new immi-
gration bill by government experts shows
that the increase of deck space now made
mandatory on steamship companies will
reduce the volume of immigration by 3
per cent This te based on the theory that
the restriction will greatly advance pas

rates for immigrants
The advocates of the educational test

claimed that that restriction would
the volume of immigration by 35

per cent That test having been aban
dohcd it is now fOInd that the space
restriction will produce an even greater
redaction of immigration The dock space
now is fourteen and onequarter feet per
head Undv the new law it will be eight
teen feet Last year the 175 steamers
bringing immigrants to the United States
carried 254712 passengers The new act
will limit the number by the same ships
to 205769
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Echoes of the Simpler Days
Evidence Much Lavish Hospitality Years Agof

It I an interesting and enlightening ar-

ticle written by an eloquent member of
the Senate and reprinted from a magnets
which appeared In a New York paper last
Sunday and furnishes to the old Wash
ingtonian whoso memory goes back a half
century food for thought and some irrita-
tion that his idols of twentyfive years
back are pulled down and trampled in
the dust

The chief criticism to be made regarding
this distinguished author ia that be does
not know his Washington and he has not
read up To compare the prices of

antebellum days with the standards ac
cepted today is manifestly unjust as un
just as It would be to compare them with
the beginning of the last century With
the civil war the country went through
the pangs of a great birth and the United
States of UK was widely separated from
the United States of 1850 At that period
slaves were still held and all manner of

were cheaper with the exception
at wearing apparel moat of which was Im-

ported from Europe
But there was much lavish hospitality

UM members of the House and Senate en-

tertained more generally than they do to-
day end more lavishly to verify this one
has only to consult the chronicles of the
period but even then our solons felt the
plods of poverty The places this article
refers to as being a none too pleasant
quarter of the city and un-

fashionable part of the city were then
the center af town which clustered about
the OapitoL The modest boarding-
houses referred to were at that time the
heM the Capital afforded and most of
them would compare more than avorabiy
with the boarding houses of today for
that was the time of abundance and
plentygame and vegetables at ones door
almostwhen if slaves were not

service was cheap

Webster lived in what was then Ute
most palatial residence ia tows the house
of W W Corcoran to keep up which he-

wed not only his own salary hot bor-
rowed magnificently from his friends Of
course he kept an inexhaustible

were great but no greater than
many of colleagues Stephen A
Douglas with his beautiful wife who
was the belle of her day occupied what
was until recently the residence of the
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SAVED BY A GRAPHOPHONEBri-

tish Exploring Party Managed to Elude An Attack
Through a Clever Ruse

Capt Roderick Macdaaaid who re-

cently arrived ta England upon leave of
absence has for the pat year been in
command of an exploring party operating
along the upper reaches of the Nile and
while no new data of particular impor
tance were secured the expedition not
visiting any districts not heretofore ex
plored some very interesting and exciting
adventures were experienced Of these
perhaps the most interesting according
to the Philadelphia Ledger Is an account
of how the party escaped massacre by
the aid of an American phonograph

This phonograph was of the disk vari-
ety using the largest size record and
would run oa each record from five to
seven minutes It had been transported
with considerable dmtculty and incon-
venience but the party felt more than
repaid for the trouble it occasioned by
the pleasure and amusement derived from
the machine when camp had been pitched
and the men had settled down for an
aftersupper smoke The party was pro-
gressing by means of flatbottomed boats
the river at this point being shallow and
rapid aad it was the practice when
evening approached to moor the boats
along the shore and camp on the bank

In IFtiiicicd Security
Upon the day in question nothing of

particular interest bad taken place and
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camp was made without
tents were pitched to a group of palm
trees the boats being left some fifty
yards downstream It was not thought
that any danger might arise from this
fact as back of the clump of palms there
stretched an open desert with only here
and there clumps of camel thorns and a-

rising moon lit up the scene so that
those to the mp commanded the ap-
proach to the boats From the camp to
the boats a strip of shoulderhigh rushes
bordered the edge of the water

Not a sign of natives bad been seen
that day and in view of the fact that the
desert back from the shore was perfectly
open except for the thorn bushes so far
as the eye could see and was well lit
up by the moon it was not deemed neces-
sary to place sentries the two men who
would otherwise have detailed for
this duty standing near the camp lire and
talking and laughing with the others In
the party were Capt Macdonald two
other Englishmen and twelve native
packers and servants

Suddenly and without the snghest
sound a tall figure stepped close to the
fire and passing his eyes scornfully over
the native blacks allowed them to rest
searchingly upon the Englishmen In
stinctively he picked out the commander
of the party and bowed gravely

The unexpected visitor impressed each
of the three Europeans as the most mag-
nificent specimen of manhood they had
ever encountered Though tall and

sparely built there was in his
every move the strength and grace of the
tiger and he carried himself with an air
almost regal Beneath the folds of his
white draperies could be caught a glimpse-
of chain armor and the steel cap of a
manatarms was upon his head These
suits of armor are not infrequently met
with the Sahara and tell grimly of the
fate of some English kfilght of long ago
follower of the mighty Richard of the
Lions Heart

Capt Macdonald arose and returned
the strangers salutation and the two
men regarded each other attentively
Then tpe visitor began to speak gravely
but with considerable fire His tongue
however wits unfamiliar to any of the
other native Africans and totally unintel-
ligible to the Englishmen Presently per-
ceiving that his words were not under-
stood he resorted to signs and swept his
arms out a magnificent and compre-
hensive gesture then pointing to him-
self

He means that he Is the chief of this
section evidently one of the English-
men remarked

I suppose that Is it and that he ex-
pects some sort of tribute Capt

replied and in response to
order there was brought forward one of
the bundles containing the copper wire
hand mirrors and other trinkets which
had been broght for the purpose of pla-
cating the natives encountered

The chief eyed the baubles contemp-
tuously and thrusting a hand within his
light robe brought it out filled with gold
dust Then replacing the precious grains
he held up both hands with fingers spread

He experts handfuls of gold dust
Well hardly Macdonald remarked and
shook his head

For a moment a dull flame glowed in
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apostolic delegate on I street Senator
John C Breckearldgft of Kentucky and
Senator Rice of Minnesota were his
neighbors and the expenses of each one
of these statesmen have amounted to
many times their salaries It would re-

quire columns to recount the extravagant
hospitality of the antebellum days There
was much greater general expenditure
among members of Congress for at that
period wealth was more evenly distribu-
ted but high thinking and low living
was no more prevalent at the Capital be
fore the war than it is now Indeed
venerable ladles and aged gentlemen
tell stories of the glory of those times that
would put Aladdin to shame

So much for before the war After the
civil conflict there was an extravagance
lavishness prodigality and wastefulness
that hopefully Washington will never
again experience The city was thronged
with adventurers from all over the world
and humiliating as it Is to confess lobby
lets at otto time practically controlled
society here It would be unkind to
mention the names of many of these
whose children are now living here In
elegance as a result of their fathers
career in the Third House but money
passed from hand to hand freely and the
dinners that were given would make
Cleopatras famous dinner pearl and all
seem potluck

In the simpler days of which the
Senator writes be speaks of Wormleys
as a small otdafsbkmed hotel conducted
by a colored man Now as a matter of
fact at this epoch Wormley had only
one rival Welcker whose hotel was Just
opposite Wormley to be sore was a
colored man but he was a past master
in the art of cooking and serving and
noted on both sides of the water for the
wonderful suppers that could be had at his
hostelry after the theater bell or

He knew as no one but a negro
can know the mystery of cooking terra
pin and roasting caavasback duck the
traditional eleven minutes so it would
come to the table Just rare enough for
the blood to follow the knife and he
learned from his French colleagues to
frappe champagne in a way which made
him famous In a word Wormleys in
stead of being a small oldfashioned
hotel was one of the most fashionable
hostelries of the period after the war
It was impossible for its host to accom-
modate all those who applied to him and
be was very careful in making his sake
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the chiefs eyes and then be appeared to
ponder Near by a rifle leaned against
the trunk of a palm and he picked it up
and examined it critically finally pointing-
to it and holding four fingers as
though to signify that four rifles would
be accepted In lieu of the gold dust The
supply of stiles was however limited
the partys reserve supply having been
lost by the overturning of one of the
boats and again Capt Macdonald shook
his bead

Quietly the chief replaced the rifle
against the tree trunk and with another
grave bow turned and strode away from

For a long time those on the camp could
see the tall figure passing on out into the
silent vastness but it presently disap
peared in the distance

Whole Desert IN Tllovlnfir
This incident was not of a nature to

promote an idea of security In the mmds
of men at all familiar with the desert

and one of the Englishmen as
the duty of sentry for the sight in

place of the natives By 1 oclock how-
ever nothing had occurred Cap Mac-
donald and the remaining white man were
sitting near the fire which had burned
low talking and occasionally laughing at
some anecdote Suddenly the man
guard who had been standing at the land-
ward edge of the palm dUMp called to
them to a low and they hurried to
ate side

What to Macdonald whispered
Watch a moment was the low reply

In silence they waited and then a
smothered cry broke from the third mans
lipsMy

God The whole desert Is moving
he gasped and it indeed seemed as if it
was What a moment before had ap
peared to be thorn bushes had silently
advanced ten feet From one came the
glint of moonlight on a spear Made The
ruse was plain An army was creeping
upon the camp each of the desert war-
riors screening himself with a thorn bush
which he carried The only chance for
life lay to flight for the attackers evi-
dently numbered at least a hundred and
the Englishmen knew that little or no de-
pendence could be placed in the courage
of their native attendants To attempt to
stop a rush by the force approaching with
only three rifles would have been folly

Started the Machine
Get the bearers to work quickly and

silently Macdonald irdered Leave
the tents standing but the luggage
Into the boats They can reach them
unobserved under cover of the rushes
along the Yater edge

The other two men hurried to execute
this direction and Macdonald slipped
quickly back to hIS tent Jle did not be-
lieve that the final rush would come so
long as the attackers thought the ex-
plorers were awake and on guard and
an idea for gaining a few minutes time

which to pulir the boats off from the
shore and beyond the spear east had oc-

curred to him He hastily drew the pho-
nograph front its box and adjusted the
horn

Among the records was one of a vaude-
ville dialogue turn the words being from
time to time Interrupted by peals of
laughter and this he placed in the ma-
chine By the time he had finished Ms
arrangements of the other English-
men came creeping back from the boats
and informed him that all but one had
already pushed off Macdonald started
the machine and then the two crouch-
ing low under the shelter of the rushes
and wading to their in the water
hurried to where the last boat was wait-
ing leaving the phonograph filling the
deserted camp with jest and laughter

The boat was pushed off from the shore
and for a few minutes allowed to drift
down stream the voice of the machine
growing fainter in the distance Then
the paddles were dipped vigorously and
the boat headed for the middle of the
river and deep water

Then from the clump of palm on the
shore arose fierce battle cries which a
moment later sank into a confused shout-
ing Evidently the rush had come a-
very few minutes after the phonograph
bad reached the end of the record

The desert warriors soon grasped the
fact that they had been tricked and wild
with rage and disappointment they
rushed down to the rivers edge and
shoulder deep into tne water but the
last boat had now reached a safe dis
tance and the spears that were cast
fell harmlessly short The war party
made no attempt to keep pace with the
boats and was soon lost to sight and
hearing

u

the camp out over tile ert

trftlesuw

on

It

In

one

knees

straight

vole

get

t

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

tion of guests knowing that the oliara ter
of hte patrons made the reputation of Ms-

hotito If Senator Coaklin who was a
at his hotel for some time jid

have gotten along on 2S a wc k he
never dW so for as to well known he
was a mat of wealth and most luxurious
taste and habits He cupied on of tifce

handsomest suites in hotel jnl they
were all according to the stands r i of

day elaborately and elegantly f ir-

nkmati and the Senator from N w
the Beau of the upp r
was n extravagant and an aesidooas t n
tertainer

A to tfeoec simpler days and TH
prices that prevailed then it to not aata-
teresting to copy a paragraph Ire ii
paper of that period regarding the tamo na-

Welrker the cordon blu of the Capital
for many years who rxusessed an solo

front Charles I i kens given to him
when that distinguished author
guest in Washington sad declaring that
he was the beat restaurateur ia Ute
world

The character of entertain
mantis is eminently select and his prices
approach those of the English Castle ami
Falcon or Philippes In Paris Bis
breakfasts and dinners a Ia carte ar
about at New Ycrk rate leaf than those
of the Fourteenth street Dehnonico
matching the St James and Hoffman
restaurant prices The most expensive
dinner h has ever given cost 131 a ptatf
Fine dinners cost from Hi to Q2 per
plate and breakfast from to H per
plate lie has fed between sf and
790 people per diem as on the day of
Grants Inauguration His best rooms
rent at S a day and consist of a anit-
of three rooms but the habitants thereof

the establishment for food wine
Ac sot ess than f a day

It will be seen that these prices are not
more economical than the prices of to
day quoted in the article referred to and
a a further evidence of the frugality of
that simpler time it may not be unin-
teresting to copy an article published
some time In the T8 by that Nor of
the press Gatb aaeat the Arlington
Hotel

Senator Cameron paid for himself and
wife per month and had but two
rooms Senator Fenton had a parlor two
bedrooms and an office and paid SUOOO

per month Mr S S Cox and wife paid
JS6 per week and he gave a buffet

for MO persons which cost him SUOO

Mr W S Huntington gave the Japanese
the finest spread ever set in the Arlington
Hotel There were only twenty persons
and he paid SUM Dr Helmbold paid 9G

per day and his bill for two weeks was
about Xtaea A parlor and three bedrooms-
in the second story of the Arlington
with a small family occupyjhg them are
worth 450 per week during the season
and one guest here pays for a parlor
bedroom and bathroom 300 per month

These are some echoes of the simpler
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dafe It Is true that
Logan lived at Mrs Rhines boarding
hoes on Twelfth street but K was then
one of the most fashionable boarding-
houses In town with Senators Members
ned diplomats for its patrons and equal
to the smartest boarding of to
day but it must be taken Into considera-
tion that Senator and Mrs Logan lived
there only for a short while going later
to a luxurious home on Capitol Hilt and
finally buying the old stone house on
Columbia Heights which has been con
verted into see of the most magnificent
and Interesting residences to town

Senator Morrill lived at a boardingiwase
In Fourandahalf street for a while
and at Wormleys during the antebeHnm
days then a very fashionable hotel sub-
sequently be and his family shared the
house of the Preaches on Capitol Hill
This most eminent statesman and de-

lightful man though neither very rich
or very poor lived up to what was ex-
pected of him and never sordidly or
meanly Senator Sumner may have lived
at Mrs Clements boardinghouse which

tog Jhe period named 18W to IBB but it
will be remembered that he also once
lived in the famous Sumner house now
occupied by the Metropolitan Club which
adjoins the Arlington Hotel and where
there was as much elegance and much
more dignity and formality than can be
found any house to Washington to
day There were lackeys and footmen
and a famous French chef there was
constant wining and dining and notable
foreign visitors to this country were sure
Of a seat at Mr Sumners table and it
would be dUftcuIt to cite a Senator today
despite the fact that the Upper House
Is made up of millionaires who lives in
as much elegance and style as dM Mr
Sumner His yearly expenditure was so
great that if be could wherever he to be
told that he was a hanger on at a
boardinghouse he would send his spook
to refute the charge

As to Mrs Chtpmans boarding now
where William Pitt Feasendea was at one
time a boarder it would be well to read
the chronicles of the day It was hardly
a very humble hostelry but a house

frequented by the greatest men of the
day and conducted in a manner befitting
Its distinguished clientele Senator
Foote of Vermont the father of Mrs
John B Henderson and a
wealth and influence occupied a dis-
tinguished position in the social as
well as the oclal world Mrs
Carters boardinghouse where be ia said
to have lived was one of the noted
boardlnghoueee In town and tansy dis-
tinguished people besides Mr Foete lived
there It might be noted in this con-
nection that at the time of which our
distinguished statesman writes Miss
Foote now Mrs Henderson was a greet
belie in evidence at all the social func-
tions and repaying her social debts on
an adequate scale it Is hardly probable
she could have done so unless her sur-
roundings permitted Mrs Carters board-
Ing house was a handsome wellfumtohed
home on Capitol Hill much patronised-
by the great that was m the
days of great men of that time At the
period of which our author writes the
shibboleth of noblesse oblige obtained
more among officials than it does today
and the economy practiced by the states-
men or imitation statesmen of this
hour would have been scorned by their
predecessors of a half century ago

With all due respect to the distinguished
statesman who puts himself on record
regarding the life of a century ago It
was really not so very much more eco-
nomical than it Is today If prices were
lower more much more was expected
It should be borne In mind that at tout
period everybody kept a sideboard aid
the three bottle men had to be con-
sidered But whether he has learned ha
ancient Washington or not the point
he male is not to be controverted UB
salary of a Member or Senator is a third
less than it should be ho cannot live With
dignity here en the price he is aid
this Is true of the Presidents salary the
salaries of the Cabinet Ministers tile
salaries of the Judges of the Siprne
Court and of all foreign officials ii ia t
the scurries of every member of ire
United States government The niggard-
liness of the pay of Representatives w s
responsible for the Credit MobiJier the
Indian agent scandals which result d-

in the resignation of Mr Belknap from
President Grants Cabinet the salary
And all other grabs that have polluted
public life In the last half century With
this fact we have no different opinion
than is held by the distinguished oratir
from the Middle West Our only
lion to his article is that he entirdy mis-
represents Washington as It was fifty

ago
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